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Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu. Allow's review! We will certainly usually learn this
sentence almost everywhere. When still being a youngster, mother made use of to get usto consistently read,
so did the teacher. Some e-books Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu are completely checked
out in aweek as well aswe require the commitment to sustain reading Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By
Marjorie Liu Exactly what about now? Do you still enjoy reading? Is reviewing only for you who have
obligation? Absolutely not! We here provide you a new publication entitled Monstress Volume 1:
Awakening By Marjorie Liu to check out.

From School Library Journal

Gr 10 Up—In the aftermath of aterrible war, tension still exists between the humans and the animal-hybrids,
Arcanics. Surviving Arcanics are sold as slaves by the Federation of Man and even experimented on by the
Cumaea, powerful human witch-nuns who mine the precious life-giving Lilium produced from the bodies of
captured Arcanics. Maika Halfwolf, a 17-year-old Arcanic, survived the war but at a devastating cost.
Looking for revenge, she allows herself to be sold as a dlave to infiltrate the Cumaean stronghold in Zamora.
Once there, she uses her newly developed, terrible power to escape, free the captured Arcanics, and brutally
attack the witch-nuns. She also steals a fragment of an ancient and powerful mask and murders a Cumaean
elder who knows secrets from Maika's past. On the run from the Cumaea, the humans, and her own people,
Maika must rely on herself and very few allies if she is to discover the secret of why her mother was
murdered and, more important, who she is and what awful power she possesses. Collecting the first five
issues of the popular comic, this is a beautifully written and complex book. Intricate and detailed, with a
definite manga influence, Takeda's artwork creates a lush and dangerous world for Liu's equally dangerous
characters. The work is infused with feminist themes; almost all of the characters are strong—and
deadly—women. VERDICT Intended for mature audiences owing to the violence and nudity and filled with
rage and barely contained fury, this is a book that will be wildly embraced by all fans of graphic
literature.—Erik Knapp,Davis Library, Plano, TX

Review
"Thisis stuff that demands to be explained and dares you to turn the page.” -The Rainbow Hub

"Marjorie Liu and Sana Takeda take eastern and western comics storytelling traditions and styles, and create
something wholly their own and remarkable: a beautifully told story of magic and fear, inhumanity and
exploitation, of what it means to be human and the monsters we all carry inside us. Also, some of the best
catsin comics. A delight." -Neil Gaiman



VOX.COM -- "feelslike a battle cry."

SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL - Gr 9 Up-In the aftermath of aterrible war, tension still exists between the
humans and the animal-hybrids, Arcanics. Surviving Arcanics are sold as slaves by the Federation of Man
and even experimented on by the Cumaea, powerful human witch-nuns who mine the precious life-giving
Lilium produced from the bodies of captured Arcanics. Maika Halfwolf, a 17-year-old Arcanic, survived the
war but at a devastating cost. Looking for revenge, she allows herself to be sold as a slave to infiltrate the
Cumaean stronghold in Zamora. Once there, she uses her newly developed, terrible power to escape, free the
captured Arcanics, and brutally attack the witch-nuns. She also steals a fragment of an ancient and powerful
mask and murders a Cumaean elder who knows secrets from Maika's past. On the run from the Cumaea, the
humans, and her own people, Maika must rely on herself and very few alliesif sheisto discover the secret of
why her mother was murdered and, more important, who she is and what awful power she possesses.
Collecting the first five issues of the popular comic, thisis a beautifully written and complex book. Intricate
and detailed, with a definite manga influence, Takeda's artwork creates a lush and dangerous world for Liu's
equally dangerous characters. The work is infused with feminist themes; almost all of the characters are
strong-and deadly-women. VERDICT Intended for mature audiences owing to the violence and nudity and
filled with rage and barely contained fury, thisis a book that will be wildly embraced by all fans of graphic
literature.-Erik Knapp, Davis Library, Plano, TX

Kirkus Review: When you're writing a review, 'speechless can be a bit of a hindrance. So, I'm gonna work
on that, find my words, and try to tell you about this book.

| fully admit, as | have a few times before, that the cover for Monstress is what drew me in and convinced
me to purchase the book. The art deco background elements are so incredibly detailed and rich, reminding
me a bit of my recent trip to Kansas city for WorldCon, where the downtown areais filled with art deco
designs and buildings. There are hints in that background image - or maybe they're flavors? - of ancient
mythology, perhaps Egyptian with the golden eye staring back at you - or something quite darker? And then
there's the figure of Maika Halfwolf looking over her shoulder in a very manga-inspired character style yet
covered in those same art deco elements climbing up her white robe or dress.

| was doomed. Doomed to be unable to walk away from this book. Clever cover artist.

A couple posts ago, | talked about White Sands from Brandon Sanderson; an epic fantasy with a wide-
sweeping scale. Monstress is no less epic in breadth and wonder, and, if it were published as a novel, would
be the kind that doubles as a step-stool or spider-squasher. In aword: huge.

In Monstress, Majorie Liu has created something truly worthy of the word 'epic'. Following in the wake of a
war between humans and Arcanics, we follow the one-armed Maika Halfwolf, ateenager filled with an anger
she can't control nor truly fathom. Sheis on a quest to learn the truth about her past, her mother's life, and the
final moments of the war between the races when a weapon of mass destruction went off killing everyone for
fifty miles, forcing a ceasefire and a bit of a cold war. She alows herself to be taken captive and sold as a
dave to the Cumea, a sort of scientific guild who experiment on Arcanic's like Maika. Not all Arcanics ook
'normal’ as Maika does, many share traits or forms with animals - fox tails, fur, etc.

Maika has a power she doesn't understand and cannot control. It seems to only appear when she's in mortal



danger, and she counts on it now to save her before the Cumea can use her the way they have so many other
Arcanics.

Thisisadark world and full of danger, intrigue, and machinations. Maika discovers the past is not exactly as
she remembered or understood it to be. Some see her as a monster, others as something to be used, and just
about everyone wants to destroy her.

There's so much going on in this book, and much of it compressed into the first thirty or so pages as we're
introduced to this world and its inhabitants. | admit having to go back and forth a bit to keep up with it all.
Liu has developed a complicated and engaging world and filled it with a diverse cast of characters. The
Arcanics come in all shapes and sizes and appear to be inspired by the mythologies of the world, including
China and Japan. The Cumea - who are also called witches throughout the book - appear to draw their
inspiration from archetypal evildoers from not just mythology, but also pop culture, manga, and anime. They
have that over-the-top evil quality 1'd expect from those sources. All in all, it meshes well the various
cultures and styles - East and West - into a cohesive story that hooked me from the start.

The art - alot of times the cover art doesn't necessarily represent the interior pages. Much to my delight, co-
creator and artist Sana Takeda maintains the quality of the art from cover to cover. Page after page reflect the

same style, detail, and density as that gorgeous cover.

Liu also uses the story to shed alight on racism, war, and gender roles - all in afantastic way that pushes the
reader to question assumptions and the status quo.

Thisisthe kind of book you read and reread because there's always some new bit to discover hidden in the
art or the dialogue. Highly recommend.--Patrick Hester

“Something entirely different” -Hypable
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Do you assume that reading is a vital task? Locate your reasons why including is necessary. Reading a book
Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu isone component of delightful tasks that will certainly
make your life quality alot better. It is not concerning simply what kind of e-book Monstress Volume 1:
Awakening By Marjorie Liu you review, it is not simply about the amount of e-books you check out, it has
to do with the routine. Reviewing routine will be away to make book Monstress VVolume 1: Awakening By
Marjorie Liu as her or his good friend. It will certainly regardless of if they invest cash as well asinvest even
more publications to finish reading, so does this book Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu

Obtaining guides Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu now is not kind of tough way. Y ou could
not just opting for e-book store or library or loaning from your good friends to review them. Thisis avery
straightforward method to precisely obtain guide by on the internet. This on-line e-book Monstress Volume
1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu could be among the choices to accompany you when having downtime. It
will not squander your time. Believe me, the publication will certainly reveal you new point to check out.
Merely invest little time to open this online e-book Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu and
review them any place you are now.

Sooner you obtain guide Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu, earlier you can delight in
reviewing the book. It will certainly be your rely on maintain downloading guide Monstress Volume 1:
Awakening By Marjorie Liu in offered web link. In this means, you could really make a selection that is
offered to obtain your own book on the internet. Right here, be the first to obtain guide qualified Monstress
Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu and also be the initial to know how the author indicates the message
aswell as knowledge for you.
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Set in an alternate matriarchal 1900's Asia, in arichly imagined world of art deco-inflected steam punk,
MONSTRESS tells the story of ateenage girl who is struggling to survive the trauma of war, and who shares
a mysterious psychic link with a monster of tremendous power, a connection that will transform them both
and make them the target of both human and otherworldly powers.

About the Creators;

New Y ork Times bestselling and award-winning writer Marjorie Liu is best known for her fiction and comic
books. She teaches comic book writing at MIT, and leads a class on Popular Fiction at the Voices of Our
Nation (VONA) workshop. Ms. Liu's extensive work includes the bestselling "Astonishing X-Men" for
Marvel Comics, which featured the gay wedding of X-Man Northstar and was subsequently nominated for a
GLAAD Media Award for outstanding media images of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
community. Prior to writing full-time, Liu was alawyer. She currently residesin Boston.

Sana Takeda is an illustrator and comic book artist who was born in Niigata, and now resides in Tokyo,
Japan. At age 20 she started out as a 3D CGI designer for SEGA, a Japanese video game company, and
became a freelance artist when she was 25. Sheis still an artist, and has worked on titles such as " X-23" and
"Ms. Marvel" for Marvel Comics, and is an illustrator for trading card games in Japan.
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- Published on: 2016-07-19

- Original language: English
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- Dimensions: 10.10" hx .70" w x 6.40" |, .84 pounds
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From School Library Journal

Gr 10 Up—In the aftermath of aterrible war, tension still exists between the humans and the animal-hybrids,
Arcanics. Surviving Arcanics are sold as daves by the Federation of Man and even experimented on by the
Cumaea, powerful human witch-nuns who mine the precious life-giving Lilium produced from the bodies of
captured Arcanics. Maika Halfwolf, a 17-year-old Arcanic, survived the war but at a devastating cost.
Looking for revenge, she allows herself to be sold as a dave to infiltrate the Cumaean stronghold in Zamora.
Once there, she uses her newly developed, terrible power to escape, free the captured Arcanics, and brutally
attack the witch-nuns. She also steals a fragment of an ancient and powerful mask and murders a Cumaean
elder who knows secrets from Maika's past. On the run from the Cumaea, the humans, and her own people,
Maika must rely on herself and very few allies if she is to discover the secret of why her mother was
murdered and, more important, who she is and what awful power she possesses. Collecting the first five
issues of the popular comic, this is a beautifully written and complex book. Intricate and detailed, with a



definite manga influence, Takeda's artwork creates a lush and dangerous world for Liu's equally dangerous
characters. The work is infused with feminist themes; almost all of the characters are strong—and
deadly—women. VERDICT Intended for mature audiences owing to the violence and nudity and filled with
rage and barely contained fury, this is a book that will be wildly embraced by all fans of graphic
literature.—Erik Knapp,Davis Library, Plano, TX

Review
"Thisis stuff that demands to be explained and dares you to turn the page.” -The Rainbow Hub

"Marjorie Liu and Sana Takeda take eastern and western comics storytelling traditions and styles, and create
something wholly their own and remarkable: a beautifully told story of magic and fear, inhumanity and
exploitation, of what it means to be human and the monsters we all carry inside us. Also, some of the best
catsin comics. A delight." -Neil Gaiman

VOX.COM -- "feelslike abattle cry."

SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL - Gr 9 Up-In the aftermath of aterrible war, tension still exists between the
humans and the animal-hybrids, Arcanics. Surviving Arcanics are sold as slaves by the Federation of Man
and even experimented on by the Cumaea, powerful human witch-nuns who mine the precious life-giving
Lilium produced from the bodies of captured Arcanics. Maika Halfwolf, a 17-year-old Arcanic, survived the
war but at a devastating cost. Looking for revenge, she allows herself to be sold as a slave to infiltrate the
Cumaean stronghold in Zamora. Once there, she uses her newly developed, terrible power to escape, free the
captured Arcanics, and brutally attack the witch-nuns. She also steals a fragment of an ancient and powerful
mask and murders a Cumaean elder who knows secrets from Maika's past. On the run from the Cumaea, the
humans, and her own people, Maika must rely on herself and very few aliesif sheisto discover the secret of
why her mother was murdered and, more important, who she is and what awful power she possesses.
Collecting the first five issues of the popular comic, thisis a beautifully written and complex book. Intricate
and detailed, with a definite manga influence, Takeda's artwork creates a lush and dangerous world for Liu's
equally dangerous characters. The work is infused with feminist themes; almost all of the characters are
strong-and deadly-women. VERDICT Intended for mature audiences owing to the violence and nudity and
filled with rage and barely contained fury, thisis a book that will be wildly embraced by all fans of graphic
literature.-Erik Knapp, Davis Library, Plano, TX

Kirkus Review: When you're writing a review, 'speechless can be a bit of a hindrance. So, I'm gonna work
on that, find my words, and try to tell you about this book.

| fully admit, as | have a few times before, that the cover for Monstress is what drew me in and convinced
me to purchase the book. The art deco background elements are so incredibly detailed and rich, reminding
me a bit of my recent trip to Kansas city for WorldCon, where the downtown area is filled with art deco
designs and buildings. There are hints in that background image - or maybe they're flavors? - of ancient
mythology, perhaps Egyptian with the golden eye staring back at you - or something quite darker? And then



there's the figure of Maika Halfwolf looking over her shoulder in a very manga-inspired character style yet
covered in those same art deco elements climbing up her white robe or dress.

| was doomed. Doomed to be unable to walk away from this book. Clever cover artist.

A couple posts ago, | talked about White Sands from Brandon Sanderson; an epic fantasy with a wide-
sweeping scale. Monstress is no less epic in breadth and wonder, and, if it were published as a novel, would
be the kind that doubles as a step-stool or spider-sguasher. In aword: huge.

In Monstress, Majorie Liu has created something truly worthy of the word 'epic’. Following in the wake of a
war between humans and Arcanics, we follow the one-armed Maika Halfwolf, a teenager filled with an anger
she can't control nor truly fathom. Sheis on a quest to learn the truth about her past, her mother's life, and the
final moments of the war between the races when aweapon of mass destruction went off killing everyone for
fifty miles, forcing a ceasefire and a bit of a cold war. She allows herself to be taken captive and sold as a
dlave to the Cumea, a sort of scientific guild who experiment on Arcanic's like Maika. Not al Arcanics look
'normal’ as Maika does, many share traits or forms with animals - fox tails, fur, etc.

Maika has a power she doesn't understand and cannot control. It seems to only appear when she's in mortal
danger, and she counts on it now to save her before the Cumea can use her the way they have so many other
Arcanics.

Thisisadark world and full of danger, intrigue, and machinations. Maika discovers the past is not exactly as
she remembered or understood it to be. Some see her as a monster, others as something to be used, and just
about everyone wantsto destroy her.

There's so much going on in this book, and much of it compressed into the first thirty or so pages as we're
introduced to this world and its inhabitants. | admit having to go back and forth a bit to keep up with it all.
Liu has developed a complicated and engaging world and filled it with a diverse cast of characters. The
Arcanics come in all shapes and sizes and appear to be inspired by the mythologies of the world, including
China and Japan. The Cumea - who are also called witches throughout the book - appear to draw their
inspiration from archetypal evildoers from not just mythology, but also pop culture, manga, and anime. They
have that over-the-top evil quality 1'd expect from those sources. All in all, it meshes well the various
cultures and styles - East and West - into a cohesive story that hooked me from the start.

The art - alot of times the cover art doesn't necessarily represent the interior pages. Much to my delight, co-
creator and artist Sana Takeda maintains the quality of the art from cover to cover. Page after page reflect the

same style, detail, and density as that gorgeous cover.

Liu also uses the story to shed alight on racism, war, and gender roles - all in afantastic way that pushes the
reader to question assumptions and the status quo.

Thisis the kind of book you read and reread because there's always some new bit to discover hidden in the
art or the dialogue. Highly recommend.--Patrick Hester

“Something entirely different” -Hypable



Most helpful customer reviews

47 of 47 people found the following review helpful.

I'm writing this for the sheer beauty of this novel.

By Helena A.

Let me start this by saying | have never written a review on this site | actually cared to write, only out of
respect for the vendors themselves. I'm writing this for the sheer beauty of this novel. My mother had lived
in Japan and raised me with a lot of eastern principles and background, but in America. | love both western
and eastern graphic novels. Ive never found something that so fully meshed what | love about both. The plot
is lavish and fantastical, but is lacking a lot of the eastern slant towards fetishized sexuality and brash
comedy (think manga's common x'd eyes and oversized heads, etc.). What is there is there purposefully. This
story is beautiful, developed,intelligent, new, and just honestly unexpected. The book itself is higher quality
than anything ive purchased in years. As an avid reader and writer, the book itself is important to me. The
joy of feeling the pulp of the page disappeared as publishers stopped paying the money for the good paper.
This book is three times the length of the average single volume western graphic novel and the pages are
thick and strong, you can't help but give attention to it. It was the first thing | noticed. Where i had lost hope
for the fantasy/scifi/steampunk genres in recent years as artists/authors got lazy and drew/wrote what we
already knew, thisis beautifully original and intricate. And it's 8 dollars. What. | dont even have words for
that.

14 of 15 people found the following review helpful.

The pictures are absolutely beautiful, the first thing that grabbed my attention is....

By Amazon Customer

The pictures are absolutely beautiful, the first thing that grabbed my attention is that it would be a shame if i
just read it for the story, and skimmed through the pictures just to see the action happening. So | decided to
buy it in paperback format, after having read the digital version. The detail in amost all of the picturesis
astonishing, even the second time reading it, it still shocks me.

The story so far is more world-building and personal background revealing than a grand epic, but | can feel it
rapidly moving in that direction. The characters are complex, | can't deny that. The antagonists get as much
attention as the protagonist and crew, and | really appreciate it. You also can't blame the book for token
femal e characters, because they kick ass, and they do not share the worst common aspect of action books and
movies, which would be a manly character in afemale body.

All in al, the story does not feel like a fantasy cliché even with all the familiar motiffsin it, and none of it
feels forced*, and | haven't noticed any glaring plotholes either. So far | favor this comic even over the
famous traditional superhero ones.

*An interesting article revealed that the writer intentionally makes a point of having a majority female cast,
because most media only includes a few, sometimes poorly written, female token characters. This time
around, girls take the lead. Contrary to the impression this article gave me, it entirely feels natural to have a
female protagonist (there was a solid 50% chance of that), and a female covenant as antagonists (there was
way more than 50% chance of that in a matriarchal society), and the male characters are not exactly
bumbling idiots either; they really pull their own weight.

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.

A deeply complex dark fantasy tale where the artwork is luxuriant and the story is a slow delicate build of
gradual revelations

By Whitt Patrick Pond

Written by Marjorie Liu (X-23, Black Widow) and illustrated by Sana Takeda (X-23, Ms. Marvel),
Monstress stands distinctly apart from the usual sword & sorcery dark fantasy comic, starting with the fact
that most of the main characters are female as are most of the powers that be. But this is no simplistic or



heavy-handed feminist take on the genre - it's done very subtly and naturally so that we simply accept that
this is the way this world is, nothing more, nothing less. The artwork is vivid and detailed and gives the
world of Monstress a very different look and feel, as well as an unrelenting atmosphere of foreboding and
danger. And the story progresses slowly and carefully, building the world little by little as we see and
experience it through the characters, leaving the reader with a number of questions and mysteries that are
only gradually revealed.

It helps to know that the world of Monstressis inhabited by five known races:

(1) Humans, who cannot perform magic, though some women are born with mental powers that seem like
magic. Among humans there is areligious order called the Cumaea who seek out such children and compel
them to join their order. Refusal is not an option.

(2) The Ancients, immortal beings who resemble humans but have the heads and tails of animals and who
can perform powerful magics. The Ancients are divided into two rival courts: the Dusk Court and the Dawn
Court. Think a number of Egyptians gods and you get the picture.

(3) The Cats, magical beings distinguished from ordinary cats by their ability to speak, to perform magic and
by their multiple tails. More tails reflect more power, status and age.

(4) The Old Gods, an ancient race of evil, powerful and destructive beings, not remotely human in
appearance, supposedly gone from the world but fear of them still lingers.

(5) The Arcanic Halfbreeds, a hybrid race originally resulting from matings of Ancients and humans,
inheriting varying traits and powers from both. Some can pass for human, their animal-like traits either not
visible or suppressed, but most are marked by one or more animal traits: eyes, ears, tails, even wings.

The central character of Monstress is a seventeen-year-old girl named Maika Halfwolf, an Arcanic who can
fully pass for human, in spite of the fact that her left fore-arm is missing. And the strange eye-like tattoo on
her chest. The book begins with her being put up for bids at a dave auction. Thisis her story.

Highly recommended for anyone who enjoys a deeply complex dark fantasy graphic novel where the artwork
is luxuriant and the story isaslow delicate build of gradual revelations.

See all 113 customer reviews...
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It will have no question when you are visiting choose this publication. This motivating M onstress Volume
1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu publication can be reviewed completely in specific time relying on just
how usually you open up as well as read them. One to keep in mind is that every e-book has their own
production to obtain by each viewers. So, be the excellent reader as well as be a better person after reading
this e-book Monstress VVolume 1. Awakening By Marjorie Liu

From School Library Journal

Gr 10 Up—In the aftermath of aterrible war, tension still exists between the humans and the animal-hybrids,
Arcanics. Surviving Arcanics are sold as slaves by the Federation of Man and even experimented on by the
Cumaea, powerful human witch-nuns who mine the precious life-giving Lilium produced from the bodies of
captured Arcanics. Maika Halfwolf, a 17-year-old Arcanic, survived the war but at a devastating cost.
Looking for revenge, she allows herself to be sold as a slave to infiltrate the Cumaean stronghold in Zamora.
Once there, she uses her newly developed, terrible power to escape, free the captured Arcanics, and brutally
attack the witch-nuns. She also steals a fragment of an ancient and powerful mask and murders a Cumaean
elder who knows secrets from Maika's past. On the run from the Cumaea, the humans, and her own people,
Maika must rely on herself and very few allies if she is to discover the secret of why her mother was
murdered and, more important, who she is and what awful power she possesses. Collecting the first five
issues of the popular comic, this is a beautifully written and complex book. Intricate and detailed, with a
definite manga influence, Takeda's artwork creates a lush and dangerous world for Liu's equally dangerous
characters. The work is infused with feminist themes; almost all of the characters are strong—and
deadly—women. VERDICT Intended for mature audiences owing to the violence and nudity and filled with
rage and barely contained fury, this is a book that will be wildly embraced by all fans of graphic
literature.—Erik Knapp,Davis Library, Plano, TX

Review
"Thisis stuff that demands to be explained and dares you to turn the page." -The Rainbow Hub

"Marjorie Liu and Sana Takeda take eastern and western comics storytelling traditions and styles, and create
something wholly their own and remarkable: a beautifully told story of magic and fear, inhumanity and
exploitation, of what it means to be human and the monsters we all carry inside us. Also, some of the best
catsin comics. A delight.” -Neil Gaiman

VOX.COM -- "feelslike abattle cry."

SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL - Gr 9 Up-In the aftermath of aterrible war, tension still exists between the
humans and the animal-hybrids, Arcanics. Surviving Arcanics are sold as slaves by the Federation of Man



and even experimented on by the Cumaea, powerful human witch-nuns who mine the precious life-giving
Lilium produced from the bodies of captured Arcanics. Maika Halfwolf, a 17-year-old Arcanic, survived the
war but at a devastating cost. Looking for revenge, she allows herself to be sold as a slave to infiltrate the
Cumaean stronghold in Zamora. Once there, she uses her newly developed, terrible power to escape, free the
captured Arcanics, and brutally attack the witch-nuns. She also steals a fragment of an ancient and powerful
mask and murders a Cumaean elder who knows secrets from Maika's past. On the run from the Cumaea, the
humans, and her own people, Maika must rely on herself and very few alliesif sheisto discover the secret of
why her mother was murdered and, more important, who she is and what awful power she possesses.
Collecting the first five issues of the popular comic, thisis a beautifully written and complex book. Intricate
and detailed, with a definite manga influence, Takeda's artwork creates a lush and dangerous world for Liu's
equally dangerous characters. The work is infused with feminist themes; almost all of the characters are
strong-and deadly-women. VERDICT Intended for mature audiences owing to the violence and nudity and
filled with rage and barely contained fury, thisis a book that will be wildly embraced by all fans of graphic
literature.-Erik Knapp, Davis Library, Plano, TX

Kirkus Review: When you're writing a review, 'speechless can be a bit of a hindrance. So, I'm gonna work
on that, find my words, and try to tell you about this book.

| fully admit, as | have afew times before, that the cover for Monstress is what drew me in and convinced
me to purchase the book. The art deco background elements are so incredibly detailed and rich, reminding
me a bit of my recent trip to Kansas city for WorldCon, where the downtown area is filled with art deco
designs and buildings. There are hints in that background image - or maybe they're flavors? - of ancient
mythology, perhaps Egyptian with the golden eye staring back at you - or something quite darker? And then
there's the figure of Maika Halfwolf looking over her shoulder in a very manga-inspired character style yet
covered in those same art deco elements climbing up her white robe or dress.

| was doomed. Doomed to be unable to walk away from this book. Clever cover artist.

A couple posts ago, | talked about White Sands from Brandon Sanderson; an epic fantasy with a wide-
sweeping scale. Monstress is no less epic in breadth and wonder, and, if it were published as a novel, would
be the kind that doubles as a step-stool or spider-sguasher. In aword: huge.

In Monstress, Majorie Liu has created something truly worthy of the word 'epic'. Following in the wake of a
war between humans and Arcanics, we follow the one-armed Maika Halfwolf, ateenager filled with an anger
she can't control nor truly fathom. Sheis on a quest to learn the truth about her past, her mother's life, and the
final moments of the war between the races when aweapon of mass destruction went off killing everyone for
fifty miles, forcing a ceasefire and a bit of a cold war. She allows herself to be taken captive and sold as a
dlave to the Cumea, a sort of scientific guild who experiment on Arcanic's like Maika. Not all Arcanics look
'normal’ as Maika does, many share traits or forms with animals - fox tails, fur, etc.

Maika has a power she doesn't understand and cannot control. It seems to only appear when she's in mortal
danger, and she counts on it now to save her before the Cumea can use her the way they have so many other
Arcanics.

Thisisadark world and full of danger, intrigue, and machinations. Maika discovers the past is not exactly as
she remembered or understood it to be. Some see her as a monster, others as something to be used, and just
about everyone wants to destroy her.



There's so much going on in this book, and much of it compressed into the first thirty or so pages as we're
introduced to this world and its inhabitants. | admit having to go back and forth a bit to keep up with it all.
Liu has developed a complicated and engaging world and filled it with a diverse cast of characters. The
Arcanics come in all shapes and sizes and appear to be inspired by the mythologies of the world, including
China and Japan. The Cumea - who are also called witches throughout the book - appear to draw their
inspiration from archetypal evildoers from not just mythology, but also pop culture, manga, and anime. They
have that over-the-top evil quality 1'd expect from those sources. All in all, it meshes well the various
cultures and styles - East and West - into a cohesive story that hooked me from the start.

The art - alot of times the cover art doesn't necessarily represent the interior pages. Much to my delight, co-
creator and artist Sana Takeda maintains the quality of the art from cover to cover. Page after page reflect the
same style, detail, and density as that gorgeous cover.

Liu also uses the story to shed alight on racism, war, and gender roles - al in afantastic way that pushes the
reader to question assumptions and the status quo.

Thisis the kind of book you read and reread because there's always some new bit to discover hidden in the
art or the dialogue. Highly recommend.--Patrick Hester

“Something entirely different” -Hypable

Monstress Volume 1. Awakening By Marjorie Liu. Allow's review! We will certainly usually learn this
sentence almost everywhere. When still being a youngster, mother made use of to get usto consistently read,
so did the teacher. Some e-books Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By Marjorie Liu are completely checked
out in aweek as well as we require the commitment to sustain reading Monstress Volume 1: Awakening By
Marjorie Liu Exactly what about now? Do you still enjoy reading? Is reviewing only for you who have
obligation? Absolutely not! We here provide you a new publication entitled Monstress Volume 1:
Awakening By Marjorie Liu to check out.



