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Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos. Offer us 5
minutes as well as we will certainly show you the most effective book to review today. Thisisit, the Skunk
Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos that will be your ideal
option for far better reading book. Your 5 times will not invest wasted by reading this internet site. You
could take the book as a source to make better principle. Referring guides Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir
Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos that can be positioned with your demands is at some
point difficult. However below, thisis so very easy. You can locate the most effective point of book Skunk
Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos that you could check out.

From Publishers Weekly

Lockheed's Advanced Development Project has set standards for the aerospace industry for half a century.
Under its presiding genius, Clarence "Kelly" Johnson, the Skunk Works produced Americasfirst jet fighter,
the world's most successful spy plane (U-2), the first three-times-the-speed-of-sound surveillance aircraft and
the F-117A stealth fighter. Rich was Johnson's right-hand man and succeeded him as director in 1975,
retiring in 1990. In an entertaining style, the authors describe Johnson's tyrannical managerial style, his
thorny but productive relationship with the Air Force and the stealth-technology breakthrough that
revolutionized military aviation. Writing with freelancer Jonas, Rich also recounts Skunk Works' failures,
including experiments with liquid hydrogen as a propellant and spy-drone flights over China's remote
nuclear test facilities. He has much to say about the Defense Department bureaucracy and warns, "Everyone
in the defense industry knows that bureaucratic regulations, controls, and paperwork are at critical mass...
and... in danger of destroying the entire system.” Thisis a significant book for those interested in aerospace
research and development. Photos.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Since its inception in 1943, the Skunk Works has been one of the most top-secret military contractors. Now
that the Cold War has ended, its story is uncloaked by former chief Rich, now retired. Using a small number
of expert employees, the Skunk Works built technologically advanced aircraft that were disavowed by the
government and its users, the Air Force and the CIA, for years after the aircraft were operational. The Skunk
Works built notable planes such as the P-80 (the first operational jet fighter), U-2 (the high-altitude spy
plane), and F-117A (the Stealth fighter). The story of Stealth's development is most interesting not only in
the design, building, and testing but also in its originain a Russian scientist's paper on aeronautics. There are
first-person accounts of some of the missions flown by pilots and notes from many government officials.
Highly recommended.

William A. Mclntyre, New Hampshire Technical Coll. Lib., Nashua

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist



The U-2, the stealth fighter, and the Blackbird are all products of Lockheed, or, more specifically, the
company's Skunk Works--probably the first example of corporate TQM in the U.S. Rich, the second
executive to head this highly classified aerospace division, now recounts tales of his predecessor, Kelly
Johnson, including employees' eccentricities and the perils and pleasures of working for the U.S. military
establishment. Even for those not fascinated with aerospace, the building of these planesis intriguing as he
details the secret missions and machinations of the CIA, Operation Desert Storm, and the like. Written in a
down-home style and interspersed with "other voices' ranging from test pilots to Carter's national security
adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski. Barbara Jacobs
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L ocate more encounters and knowledge by reading guide qualified Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of
My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos Thisis a publication that you are searching for, right?
That corrects. Y ou have concerned the appropriate website, then. We consistently offer you Skunk Works: A
Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos as well as one of the most favourite
books on the planet to download and took pleasure in reading. You may not overlook that seeing this
collection is an objective or even by accidental.

Why must be this publication Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich,
Leo Janos to read? You will certainly never ever get the expertise as well as encounter without managing
yourself there or trying by yourself to do it. For this reason, reviewing this publication Skunk Works: A
Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos is needed. Y ou can be great as well
as appropriate sufficient to obtain how essential is reviewing this Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My
Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos Even you always check out by responsibility, you could
sustain on your own to have reading publication behavior. It will be so useful as well as fun after that.

But, how is the method to obtain this publication Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Years At
Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos Still puzzled? It matters not. You can delight in reviewing this
publication Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos by on-
line or soft documents. Merely download and install guide Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Years
At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janosin the web link provided to go to. Y ou will get this Skunk Works: A
Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos by online. After downloading and
install, you can conserve the soft file in your computer system or gadget. So, it will certainly ease you to
review this publication Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo
Janos in certain time or area. It may be uncertain to enjoy reviewing this publication Skunk Works: A
Personal Memoir Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos, because you have great deals of
job. But, with this soft data, you could enjoy checking out in the extratime aso in the spaces of your works
in office.
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From the development of the U-2 to the Stealth fighter, the never-before-told story behind America's high-
stakes quest to dominate the skies Skunk Works is the true story of America's most secret and successful
aerospace operation. As recounted by Ben Rich, the operation's brilliant boss for nearly two decades, the
chronicle of Lockheed's legendary Skunk Works is a drama of cold war confrontations and Gulf War air
combat, of extraordinary feats of engineering and human achievement against fantastic odds. Here are up-
close portraits of the maverick band of scientists and engineers who made the Skunk Works so renowned.
Filled with telling personal anecdotes and high adventure, with narratives from the CIA and from Air Force
pilots who flew the many classified, risky missions, this book is ariveting portrait of the most spectacular
aviation triumphs of the twentieth century.
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From Publishers Weekly

L ockheed's Advanced Development Project has set standards for the aerospace industry for half a century.
Under its presiding genius, Clarence "Kelly" Johnson, the Skunk Works produced Americasfirst jet fighter,
the world's most successful spy plane (U-2), the first three-times-the-speed-of-sound surveillance aircraft and
the F-117A stealth fighter. Rich was Johnson's right-hand man and succeeded him as director in 1975,
retiring in 1990. In an entertaining style, the authors describe Johnson's tyrannical managerial style, his
thorny but productive relationship with the Air Force and the stealth-technology breakthrough that
revolutionized military aviation. Writing with freelancer Jonas, Rich also recounts Skunk Works' failures,
including experiments with liquid hydrogen as a propellant and spy-drone flights over China's remote
nuclear test facilities. He has much to say about the Defense Department bureaucracy and warns, "Everyone
in the defense industry knows that bureaucratic regulations, controls, and paperwork are at critical mass...
and... in danger of destroying the entire system." Thisis a significant book for those interested in aerospace
research and development. Photos.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Since itsinception in 1943, the Skunk Works has been one of the most top-secret military contractors. Now
that the Cold War has ended, its story is uncloaked by former chief Rich, now retired. Using a small number
of expert employees, the Skunk Works built technologically advanced aircraft that were disavowed by the
government and its users, the Air Force and the CIA, for years after the aircraft were operational. The Skunk
Works built notable planes such as the P-80 (the first operational jet fighter), U-2 (the high-altitude spy



plane), and F-117A (the Stealth fighter). The story of Stealth's development is most interesting not only in
the design, building, and testing but also in its originain a Russian scientist's paper on aeronautics. There are
first-person accounts of some of the missions flown by pilots and notes from many government officials.
Highly recommended.

William A. Mclntyre, New Hampshire Technical Coll. Lib., Nashua

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

The U-2, the stealth fighter, and the Blackbird are all products of Lockheed, or, more specifically, the
company's Skunk Works--probably the first example of corporate TQM in the U.S. Rich, the second
executive to head this highly classified aerospace division, now recounts tales of his predecessor, Kelly
Johnson, including employees' eccentricities and the perils and pleasures of working for the U.S. military
establishment. Even for those not fascinated with aerospace, the building of these planesis intriguing as he
details the secret missions and machinations of the CIA, Operation Desert Storm, and the like. Written in a
down-home style and interspersed with "other voices" ranging from test pilots to Carter's national security
adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski. Barbara Jacobs

Most helpful customer reviews

81 of 82 people found the following review helpful.
A gem on many levels

By John H. Hwung

This book isagem on many levels:

1) On the history and development of spy planes: This has been covered by many previous reviews on this
book. So, | won't write more here.

2) On creativity: There are alot of books on creativity. Many of them are trivial. Most are written by people
who themselves have not design or deliver noteworthy innovations that are of national or international
significance. This book is different. It is written by a person who has contributed innovations at, and even
run Skunk Works, which has delivered innovation after innovation that are internationally significant.

How does a smart scientist or engineer determine if an organization is a place of major technical inventions?
This book tells you the characteristics of such organizations. How do you organize and run a place that can
deliver breakthrough innovations at bargain prices? This book gives you the principles on how to do it
correctly.

3) On cold war and patriotism: This book gives you a glimpse into the cold war, and the hair-triggering
tension of nuclear war between U.S. and the ex-Soviet Union. Also, it shows the patriotism among the U.S.
government officials, top military echelons, pilots, and civilian scientists and engineers. Even more, it shows
how Skunk Works' technologies tipped the power towards the U.S.

4) On biographies: This book is a partial and vivid biography of both Kelly Johnson and Ben Rich. Their
personal traits, both strengths and flaws, are clearly described.

5) On Navy's major shortcomings: Kelly's fifteenth principle of rather to starve than to deal with the Navy is
nothing short of astonishment. The descriptions of the Navy's sticking to Aegis frigate rather than Skunk
Works' SWATH ship, and preferring traditional submarines rather than stealth submarines are so, so
astounding. Right now, U.S. has the world's greatest naval power. U.S. naval power could have been much,
much greater and the cost to the tax payers could have been much, much lower cost if the Navy had adopted



stealth technol ogies from Skunk Works.

6) On the harmful effects of government interferences, wastes and bureaucratic madness. Reading this book
and you can understand why we spend so much in defense and get so little in return.

Overall, this book deserves more than 5 stars. It should be read by CEOs and CTOs (Chief Technology
Officer) of every major and high tech corporation looking for ways to leapfrog the competitions. It should be
read by every Secretary of Defense and officersin high military echelons looking for military technologies to
surpass other nations. It should be read by every bright scientists and engineers looking for a place to work
where major innovations can be produced. It should be read by every science and engineering professors on
how to educate future generations of science and engineering students that can create and innovate.

31 of 31 people found the following review helpful.

Awesome aerospace/military history

By D. JNgjarian

Skunk works is the true story behind the coolest, high tech, top secret, aerospace engineering division
operated by the L ockheed Martin corporation. Forged by legendary U. Michigan alumnus Kelly Johnson, the
Skunk Works has created the coolest planes of recent memory, including the SR-71 Blackbird (currently
visible on the flight deck of the Intrepid Aircraft Carrier in NYC), the F117A Stealth Fighter, and the U2 spy
plane. The F22 Raptor and the Joint Strike Fighter are also creations of the Skunk Works, but are not covered
in this autobiography written by the successor to Kelly Johnson, Ben Rich.

This quick read is well worth your while for a couple of reasons. First, the stories behind the creation of
these planes is very interesting. For example, the Skunk Works engineers found the mathematical key to the
stealth design buried within an obscure physics journal originally published in Russian. Oddly, the Russians
military never capitalized on the principle, despite urgings from the article's Russian author. Furthermore,
when the stealth plane was first designed and kept in a secret hanger infested with some bats, the bats
couldn't detect the plane with their "sonar-like" sense, and they ended up crashing into it.

The book also makes for excellent military and therefore world history. Accomplishments of the U2 spy
plane and the F117-A Stealth Fighter are covered in depth and literally changed the course of world events
during the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the Korean War, the Gulf War, and other skirmishes. Many
interesting, behind the scenes (formerly classified?) missions are also revealed in this book. Ben Rich also
speculates on the future types of planes currently on the minds of engineers at the Skunk Works, and the
implications will change how wars are fought in the future.

For readers who liked this book, NOVA recently published a video on the creation of the Joint Strike
Fighter, a contract fought over between the Skunk Works and the Phantom Works of Boeing. These do all
fighters are amazing, and this video is definately worth watching for those who enjoyed " Skunk Works."

33 of 34 people found the following review helpful.

Engrossing true story

By J. Turner

I'm not particularly an avid reader of military history books or contemporary history books in general, but
after a coworker described this book, curiosity got the better of me and | bought it. I'm glad | did.

Ben R. Rich joined the legendary 'Skunk Works' as a young engineer, worked on some of the most secretive
military projectsin recent history, and later ended up taking over management of Skunk Works. As aresullt,
perhaps no one else in the world has as much first hand knowledge of these projects, and no one else is better
positioned to chronicle some of America's military crown jewels.

Rich (and Janos) have crafted a unique book that gives Ben Rich story, with interesting first hand accounts
from pilots, air force personnel, and highly placed government officials. Rich covers the struggles
encountered while building various classified aircraft: the U2, SR-71 BlackBird, the stealth fighter, the
stealth boat, among others. He also lightly delves into the darker side of the defense industry: politics, waste,



and bureaucracy.
An amazing read, and highly recommended.

See all 373 customer reviews...
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Once again, reviewing habit will certainly aways offer helpful benefits for you. Y ou could not have to invest
lots of times to read guide Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich,
Leo Janos Merely set aside several times in our spare or leisure times while having meal or in your
workplace to review. This Skunk Works. A Personal Memoir Of My Y ears At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich,
Leo Janos will show you new thing that you could do now. It will certainly help you to boost the quality of
your life. Occasion it isjust an enjoyable publication Skunk Works. A Personal Memoir Of My Years At
L ockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos, you can be happier as well as more fun to appreciate reading.

From Publishers Weekly

L ockheed's Advanced Development Project has set standards for the aerospace industry for half a century.
Under its presiding genius, Clarence "Kelly" Johnson, the Skunk Works produced Americasfirst jet fighter,
the world's most successful spy plane (U-2), the first three-times-the-speed-of-sound surveillance aircraft and
the F-117A stealth fighter. Rich was Johnson's right-hand man and succeeded him as director in 1975,
retiring in 1990. In an entertaining style, the authors describe Johnson's tyrannical managerial style, his
thorny but productive relationship with the Air Force and the stealth-technology breakthrough that
revolutionized military aviation. Writing with freelancer Jonas, Rich also recounts Skunk Works' failures,
including experiments with liquid hydrogen as a propellant and spy-drone flights over China's remote
nuclear test facilities. He has much to say about the Defense Department bureaucracy and warns, "Everyone
in the defense industry knows that bureaucratic regulations, controls, and paperwork are at critical mass...
and... in danger of destroying the entire system.” Thisis a significant book for those interested in aerospace
research and development. Photos.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Since itsinception in 1943, the Skunk Works has been one of the most top-secret military contractors. Now
that the Cold War has ended, its story is uncloaked by former chief Rich, now retired. Using a small number
of expert employees, the Skunk Works built technologically advanced aircraft that were disavowed by the
government and its users, the Air Force and the CIA, for years after the aircraft were operational. The Skunk
Works built notable planes such as the P-80 (the first operational jet fighter), U-2 (the high-altitude spy
plane), and F-117A (the Stealth fighter). The story of Stealth's development is most interesting not only in
the design, building, and testing but also inits originain a Russian scientist's paper on aeronautics. There are
first-person accounts of some of the missions flown by pilots and notes from many government officials.
Highly recommended.

William A. Mcintyre, New Hampshire Technical Call. Lib., Nashua

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

The U-2, the stealth fighter, and the Blackbird are all products of Lockheed, or, more specifically, the
company's Skunk Works--probably the first example of corporate TQM in the U.S. Rich, the second
executive to head this highly classified aerospace division, now recounts tales of his predecessor, Kelly
Johnson, including employees' eccentricities and the perils and pleasures of working for the U.S. military
establishment. Even for those not fascinated with aerospace, the building of these planesis intriguing as he



details the secret missions and machinations of the CIA, Operation Desert Storm, and the like. Written in a
down-home style and interspersed with "other voices" ranging from test pilots to Carter's national security
adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski. Barbara Jacobs

Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos. Offer us 5
minutes as well as we will certainly show you the most effective book to review today. Thisisit, the Skunk
Works: A Personal Memoir Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos that will be your ideal
option for far better reading book. Your 5 times will not invest wasted by reading this internet site. You
could take the book as a source to make better principle. Referring guides Skunk Works: A Personal Memoir
Of My Years At Lockheed By Ben R. Rich, Leo Janos that can be positioned with your demands is at some
point difficult. However below, thisis so very easy. Y ou can locate the most effective point of book Skunk
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