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Find the secret to enhance the quality of life by reading this The Boston Girl: A Novel By Anita Diamant
This is a sort of book that you need now. Besides, it can be your preferred book to check out after having this
publication The Boston Girl: A Novel By Anita Diamant Do you ask why? Well, The Boston Girl: A Novel
By Anita Diamant is a book that has various characteristic with others. You might not have to know who the
writer is, just how widely known the work is. As sensible word, never judge the words from which talks,
however make the words as your inexpensive to your life.

Amazon.com Review

An Amazon Best Book of the Month, December 2014: There’s a lot that’s familiar about The Boston Girl. A
tale of a plucky immigrant girl at the turn of the century, it addresses some of the same themes as other
contemporary novels, including the author’s breakout The Red Tent: religion, feminism, the pull between
tradition and the modern world. Here, our heroine is Addie Baum of Boston, now in her eighties telling the
story of her life to her twentysomething granddaughter. And what a life it was: born in 1900, Addie survived
the travails of aggressive greenhorn parents, world wars, abusive men and a flu epidemic to become a
woman, finally, with a voice and a life of her own. What makes this story engaging is just that old-fashioned
straightforwardness, as well as its perfect ear for the locutions of the time. Someone is “smiling to beat the
band.” Addie “can really cut a rug.” You had to “kiss a lot of frogs before [you] found a prince.” No wonder
this book rings so true: reading it feels like lazing away a winter afternoon with a beloved aging relative
paging through a family scrapbook. – Sara Nelson

Review
“Strong female ties form this story’s core. Through these relationships…Diamant brings to life a piece of
feminism’s forgotten history [and reminds us] there will always be those who try to prescribe what you
should be. Good friends are those who help you find out for yourself.” (Good Housekeeping)

“Diamant infuses [The Boston Girl] with humor and optimism, illuminating a wrenching period of American
progress through the eyes of an irresistible heroine.” (People)

"A graphic, page-turning portrait of immigrant life in the early twentieth century...an inspirational read.”
(Booklist)

“The story of every immigrant and the difficulties of adapting to and accepting an unfamiliar culture."
(Huffington Post)

"Enjoyable fiction with a detailed historical backdrop." (Kirkus)

“Ravishing. . . .whip-smart, warm, and full of feeling… deeply pleasurable. . . you can’t help wanting to



linger.” (Boston Globe)

“Crisp, lively, clear, wry, affectionate, compulsively readable and very entertaining…The Boston
Girl’s…[narrator] is supremely brave and bighearted — a marvelous role model no matter how you parse it.”
(San Francisco Chronicle)

“The Boston Girl convincingly traces the story of a scrappy, intelligent immigrant, who does more than
merely survive the 20th century; she embraces it all—tragedies, joys, and the humdrum—with unflagging
passion.” (Miami Herald)

"Addie is…a good storyteller, and her descriptions of the human devastation of World War I and the flu
epidemic … have an immediacy that blows away any historical dust." (USA Today)

“Anita Diamant’s The Boston Girl introduces[a] woman of substance…[who] relates how growing up in a
time of gender inequality, strict family expectations, and a widening generation gap of social values made
her a successful person.” (Boston Herald)

“A vivid, affectionate portrait of American womanhood …Diamant has built her career on taking women
seriously, and Addie Baum is another strong heroine with an irrepressible voice.” (Los Angeles Times)

“Engaging… interesting, informative, and a good read.” (New York Journal of Books)

“This compelling new novel by the author of the book club favorite The Red Tent (1997) also celebrates a
woman’s story.” (Dallas Morning News)

“Readers…will feel lucky that they read this richly textured all-American tale.” (Historical Novel Society)

“An exploration of the immigrant experience, love,marriage and friendship, plus many significant world
events, including World War I and II, Prohibition, the Spanish flu epidemic, civil rights and the sexual
revolution. Through it all, family and friendship remain resilient.” (Fort Worth Star-Telegram)

“A gripping story of a young Jewish woman growing up in early-20th-century Boston. . . A stunning look
into the past with a plucky heroine readers will cheer for.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Diamant offers impeccable descriptions of Boston life during those early years of the 20th century and
creates a loving, caring lead character who grows in front of our eyes.” (Library Journal)

"A beautiful novel that captures yourheart." (The Jerusalem Post)

About the Author
Anita Diamant is the bestselling author of the novels The Boston Girl, The Red Tent, Good Harbor, The Last
Days of Dogtown, and Day After Night, and the collection of essays, Pitching My Tent. An award-winning
journalist whose work appeared in The Boston Globe Magazine and Parenting, she is the author of six
nonfiction guides to contemporary Jewish life. She lives in Massachusetts. Visit her website at
AnitaDiamant.com.
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Suggestion in deciding on the most effective book The Boston Girl: A Novel By Anita Diamant to read
this day can be obtained by reading this web page. You could locate the most effective book The Boston
Girl: A Novel By Anita Diamant that is marketed in this world. Not just had the books released from this
nation, but likewise the other countries. As well as currently, we intend you to review The Boston Girl: A
Novel By Anita Diamant as one of the reading products. This is only one of the very best publications to
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New York Times bestseller!
An unforgettable novel about a young Jewish woman growing up in Boston in the early twentieth century,
told “with humor and optimism…through the eyes of an irresistible heroine” (People)—from the acclaimed
author of The Red Tent.

Anita Diamant’s “vivid, affectionate portrait of American womanhood” (Los Angeles Times), follows the
life of one woman, Addie Baum, through a period of dramatic change. Addie is The Boston Girl, the spirited
daughter of an immigrant Jewish family, born in 1900 to parents who were unprepared for America and its
effect on their three daughters. Growing up in the North End of Boston, then a teeming multicultural
neighborhood, Addie’s intelligence and curiosity take her to a world her parents can’t imagine—a world of
short skirts, movies, celebrity culture, and new opportunities for women. Addie wants to finish high school
and dreams of going to college. She wants a career and to find true love. From the one-room tenement
apartment she shared with her parents and two sisters, to the library group for girls she joins at a
neighborhood settlement house, to her first, disastrous love affair, to finding the love of her life, eighty-five-
year-old Addie recounts her adventures with humor and compassion for the naïve girl she once was.

Written with the same attention to historical detail and emotional resonance that made Diamant’s previous
novels bestsellers, The Boston Girl is a moving portrait of one woman’s complicated life in twentieth century
America, and a fascinating look at a generation of women finding their places in a changing world. “Diamant
brings to life a piece of feminism’s forgotten history” (Good Housekeeping) in this “inspirational…page-
turning portrait of immigrant life in the early twentieth century” (Booklist).
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An Amazon Best Book of the Month, December 2014: There’s a lot that’s familiar about The Boston Girl. A
tale of a plucky immigrant girl at the turn of the century, it addresses some of the same themes as other
contemporary novels, including the author’s breakout The Red Tent: religion, feminism, the pull between
tradition and the modern world. Here, our heroine is Addie Baum of Boston, now in her eighties telling the



story of her life to her twentysomething granddaughter. And what a life it was: born in 1900, Addie survived
the travails of aggressive greenhorn parents, world wars, abusive men and a flu epidemic to become a
woman, finally, with a voice and a life of her own. What makes this story engaging is just that old-fashioned
straightforwardness, as well as its perfect ear for the locutions of the time. Someone is “smiling to beat the
band.” Addie “can really cut a rug.” You had to “kiss a lot of frogs before [you] found a prince.” No wonder
this book rings so true: reading it feels like lazing away a winter afternoon with a beloved aging relative
paging through a family scrapbook. – Sara Nelson

Review
“Strong female ties form this story’s core. Through these relationships…Diamant brings to life a piece of
feminism’s forgotten history [and reminds us] there will always be those who try to prescribe what you
should be. Good friends are those who help you find out for yourself.” (Good Housekeeping)

“Diamant infuses [The Boston Girl] with humor and optimism, illuminating a wrenching period of American
progress through the eyes of an irresistible heroine.” (People)

"A graphic, page-turning portrait of immigrant life in the early twentieth century...an inspirational read.”
(Booklist)

“The story of every immigrant and the difficulties of adapting to and accepting an unfamiliar culture."
(Huffington Post)

"Enjoyable fiction with a detailed historical backdrop." (Kirkus)

“Ravishing. . . .whip-smart, warm, and full of feeling… deeply pleasurable. . . you can’t help wanting to
linger.” (Boston Globe)

“Crisp, lively, clear, wry, affectionate, compulsively readable and very entertaining…The Boston
Girl’s…[narrator] is supremely brave and bighearted — a marvelous role model no matter how you parse it.”
(San Francisco Chronicle)

“The Boston Girl convincingly traces the story of a scrappy, intelligent immigrant, who does more than
merely survive the 20th century; she embraces it all—tragedies, joys, and the humdrum—with unflagging
passion.” (Miami Herald)

"Addie is…a good storyteller, and her descriptions of the human devastation of World War I and the flu
epidemic … have an immediacy that blows away any historical dust." (USA Today)

“Anita Diamant’s The Boston Girl introduces[a] woman of substance…[who] relates how growing up in a
time of gender inequality, strict family expectations, and a widening generation gap of social values made
her a successful person.” (Boston Herald)

“A vivid, affectionate portrait of American womanhood …Diamant has built her career on taking women
seriously, and Addie Baum is another strong heroine with an irrepressible voice.” (Los Angeles Times)

“Engaging… interesting, informative, and a good read.” (New York Journal of Books)

“This compelling new novel by the author of the book club favorite The Red Tent (1997) also celebrates a
woman’s story.” (Dallas Morning News)



“Readers…will feel lucky that they read this richly textured all-American tale.” (Historical Novel Society)

“An exploration of the immigrant experience, love,marriage and friendship, plus many significant world
events, including World War I and II, Prohibition, the Spanish flu epidemic, civil rights and the sexual
revolution. Through it all, family and friendship remain resilient.” (Fort Worth Star-Telegram)

“A gripping story of a young Jewish woman growing up in early-20th-century Boston. . . A stunning look
into the past with a plucky heroine readers will cheer for.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Diamant offers impeccable descriptions of Boston life during those early years of the 20th century and
creates a loving, caring lead character who grows in front of our eyes.” (Library Journal)

"A beautiful novel that captures yourheart." (The Jerusalem Post)

About the Author
Anita Diamant is the bestselling author of the novels The Boston Girl, The Red Tent, Good Harbor, The Last
Days of Dogtown, and Day After Night, and the collection of essays, Pitching My Tent. An award-winning
journalist whose work appeared in The Boston Globe Magazine and Parenting, she is the author of six
nonfiction guides to contemporary Jewish life. She lives in Massachusetts. Visit her website at
AnitaDiamant.com.

Most helpful customer reviews

199 of 205 people found the following review helpful.
Not what I expected, but well worth the read!
By StoryAddict
The only other book by Anita Diamant I've read is The Red Tent, which is one of my favorite novels.
Because of that, I was a little surprised at this one as it is so completely different. The Red Tent is lush and
evocative. The Boston Girl is a Jewish Grandmother recounting her life.

And it is absolutely delightful!

I think this book hit me on two emotional levels. For one thing, Addie Baum reminds me of my
grandmother. Sort of. On the surface, there probably isn't that much in common between Addie, a Jewish girl
growing up in the North End of Boston, and my grandmother, a Norwegian girl growing up in small town
North Dakota, other than they are about the same age. But, Addie reminded me of what I always pictured my
grandmother to be as a young woman--spunky and ahead of her time.

The other tie for me was that this book takes place in Boston and I lived there for 3 years. While I don't miss
the city, it is fun to read about place with which I'm familiar. Diamant vividly creates early 20th century
Boston and it was great fun for me to take a trip back in time with her.

This book reads exactly like what it is: a grandmother telling her granddaughter about her life and what
shaped her into the woman she became. There are several times in the book where Addie makes asides,
telling her granddaughter not to tell her mother something or, well, hinting about things that happened in her
life that probably wouldn't be proper to talk about (her granddaughter, as you discover at the end of the book,
gave up the hinting and just lays at all out--I almost snorted tea through my nose when that little bit came
up!).

This was one of those books that I just could not put down--I plowed through it in a little over a day, which



is pretty fast for this mother of young kids. Yet, I still kept scratching my head about how this was so
different from Diamant's The Red Tent. I guess it is the measure of a skilled author to be able to write in
such different voices.

I highly recommend this book to, well, just about anyone. Just be warned...if you think you'll be reading
something along the lines of The Red Tent, you'll need to adjust your expectations (trust me, it will be worth
it!)

98 of 103 people found the following review helpful.
"People don't talk so much about sad memories. But you should know this."
By Amelia Gremelspacher
Addie's story is deceptively simple. She started her life as a Boston girl after immigrating with her father and
sisters from Russia in 1896. The novel is formed from the interview she has granted her granddaughter near
the end of her life. Without drama or pathos, she tells the story of her journey from the tenements where she
shared a tiny apartment with her Jewish family, Along the way she is part of the growth of women's rights in
the new world. Along the way are the unavoidable pains and sorrows.

Diamant's special gift is her creating the world of her characters from history. The reader enters the world
view that prevails the era of the story, and is then able to appreciate the struggle of our narrator, Addie, to
enact a stage of her own. Addie is forced to find her voice and to create it from whole cloth. She does it in
simple language that lures the reader into the discourse. At some point, the complexity of her issues become
apparent, and the novel takes on that extra dimension of richness that distinguishes a good book from other
releases. Addie is a memorable character, specific to her time, who proves the fact that the soul has truths to
share across the years.

175 of 187 people found the following review helpful.
An emotionally moving and gripping story told with compassion and humor!
By Judith D. Collins
A special thank you to Scribner and NetGalley for an ARC in exchange for an honest review.

The Boston Girl by Anita Diamant is an emotionally moving and gripping story of a Jewish grandmother,
born in the early 1900s, surviving life in Boston in the early 20th century during the women's movement--
told with compassion and humor for an engaging multi-generational historical fiction.

At the beginning of the novel Addie Baum, now eighty-five years old, is asked by her twenty-two year old
granddaughter, Ave how she became the woman she is today. Addie begins telling her poignant and honest
story growing up with unhappy Russian immigrant parents, and life with her sisters. (Wow, I wish my mom
or grandmother would tell me these stories, as when I ask, they do not get into any of these juicy details)!

Addie had a poor and rough childhood after their family came to America to live in Boston. Things changed
when she was a teen with some more positive role models, when she joined a library group which was held
at a neighborhood settlement house. We learn about her sisters and a young's girl's aspirations and dreams, as
her older sister, Betty was constantly fighting with their parents and moves out to become a saleswomen at a
department store. (Unheard of in this era, as they were more concerned about getting married, versus going
to college or having a career)

Addie learns about Rockport Lodge and goes on vacation at the inn for young girls in a seaside town and is
nurtured by Miss Chevalier, where she forms a close friendship with Filomena (loved her) for life. Filomena
demonstrated all the new freedom and liberation in store for women with lots of fun stories.



Over the years, Addie experienced tragedies and joys, as she makes her way to womanhood, finding her way
from a secretarial job to a newspaper, where she works her way to columnist and finds true love with a labor
lawyer, Aaron Metsky, and a career as a social worker and a teacher.

Told from Addie's POV, The Boston Girl was so much fun, as the descriptions and settings were so vivid,
and colorful, making you feel as though you will sitting by the fire, chatting with a cup of tea and a friend; as
we see a young girl blossom into a wise woman and her personal journey through the controversial and new
and exciting times for women in this era.

A beautiful relationship and special moments between a special grandmother and granddaughter, with
intimate meaningful moments of love, work, and relationships. A huge fan of multi-generational stories of
women where we learn the secrets of our grandmothers and generations past. This is my first book by
Diamant and look forward to reading more, as have heard so much about The Red Tent and Day After Night.
Highly recommend for women of all ages!

See all 2869 customer reviews...
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