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Grasp the important ideas that have served as the backbone of philosophy across the ages with this
extraordinary 60-lecture series. This is your opportunity to explore the enormous range of philosophical
perspectives and ponder the most important and enduring of human questions - without spending your life
poring over dense philosophical texts.

Professor Robinson guides you through more than 2,000 years of philosophical thinking and gives you a
coherent, comprehensive, and beautifully articulated introduction to the great conversation of philosophy.
Every lecture contains substance that can change your view of the world and its history.

You'll journey from the early philosophical ideas of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle; chart the origins of
Christian philosophy and investigate the Islamic scholars who preserved and extended Greek thought during
the Middle Ages; and venture through Enlightenment contributions to philosophy, from Francis Bacon to
Locke, Hume, Kant, Mill, and Adam Smith.

Then shift your attention to the modern era, where you see groundbreaking ideas like psychoanalysis,
pragmatism, and nihilism, as well as the collision between the inherently social understanding of meaning
created by Wittgenstein, the vastly different estimation of human thought developed by the code-breaking
genius Alan Turing, and the subtle response to him made by the American philosopher John Searle.

While the lectures cover an enormous range of key thinkers and ideas, they always focus on the most
important ideas. The result is a course that gives you everything you need to finally grasp humanity's
exciting philosophical history - without years of intense academic study and piles of dense reading.
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9 of 10 people found the following review helpful.

An Excellent Overview

By N. Ahlhelm

| listened to this set some years ago and, to this day, still enjoy revisiting the lectures. Dr. Robinson is an
outstanding presenter and makes potentially dry material quite interesting. The 48 lectures cannot go into
great depth many philosophical topics but the series does an outstanding job of surveying the field. Asfor the
commentator that derided Dr. Robinson's presentation of Nietzches "hugging atired horse", he did indeed



miss the point of the story. Care for the welfare of a helpless animal says much about a man's philosphy.Buy
the series, you will not be disappointed - except maybe if you are a physicist.

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.

Excellent

By Learner

[Preliminary review]

After listening to just the first several lectures so far, it's obvious to me aready that thisis agreat series. The
lectures are concise, clear, eloquent, and delivered with deep knowledge, insight and passion. Excellent.

I'm looking forward to listening to the rest of this, which | will do immediately. | loveit so far.

I've seen a couple negative reviews here that seem very off base to me, so | wanted to get another good
review here, so people won't be misled IMHO.

[Update]

| finished most of the series - skipped over afew "minor" lectures - some of the Roman philosophers, the
lecture on witchcraft. A very good series. | recommend it. Sometimes a bit like drinking from a firehose, but
| recommend it as an introduction.

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful.

The Great |deas of Philopsophy is Great!

By Melissa A. Romero

| love this course. It is very entertaining and it all flows together nicely. Thisisthe first time| can really put
together all the facets of philosophy into a cohesive whole. The professor is very knowledgeable and has a
resounding voice and excellent delivery. There is never adull moment. | went through eight lectures in two
days. On the negative side the lecture notes are tedious to follow. There are too long and presented in a
cluttered fashion. The packaging of boxes that the CDS camein is very bulky and hard to store.
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