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The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, And The Making Of Modern China By Julia Lovell. Discovering
how to have reading habit resembles learning how to try for eating something that you really don't really
want. It will certainly need even more times to help. In addition, it will likewise little force to offer the food
to your mouth as well asingest it. Well, as reading a publication The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, And The
Making Of Modern China By Julia Lovell, occasionally, if you must read something for your new tasks, you
will really feel so lightheaded of it. Also it is a publication like The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, And The
Making Of Modern China By Julia Lovell; it will certainly make you feel so bad.

Review

“A crisp readable account [Lovell] keeps a sharp plot running, which is a testament to her writing skills.. . .
Ms. Lovell, akeen observer of contemporary Chinese culture, also traces the "afterlife" of the war, exploring
the ways it has been remembered from the 19th century to the present.” —The Wall Street Journal

“Excellent . . . Intriguing . . . For those seeking a blow-by-blow account of the conflict, this book will more
than satisfy . . . Lovell isno apologist for the English, or their eagerness for war.” —The Daily Beast

“An astute, bracing history lesson on a conflict that set off the British notion of “yellow peril” and Chinese
victimhood . . . Lovell offers extensive analysis of why and how this conflict helped create an entire
founding theory of Chinese nationalism” —Kirkus Reviews

“The Opium War is dramatic, eye-opening history . . . Historian Lovell recounts the war and its aftermath in
full detail.” —Booklist

“Painstakingly follows the intricate webs of trades, treaties, accusations, and recriminations between the two
empires. . . Lovell masterfully condenses into one volume a dense, difficult conflict, the results of which are
still can be felt 170 yearslater.” —Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Julia Lovell is an author, tranglator, and academic. She is the author of the widely acclaimed The Great Wall:
China Against the World 1000 BC-AD 2000, which was published in eighteen countries. She has translated
many key Chinese works into English, including Lust, Caution by Eileen Chang, The Complete Fiction of Lu
Xun, and Serve the People by Yan Lianke. She is alecturer in modern Chinese history and literature at the
University of London and writes for the Guardian, The Times, the Economist, and the Times Literary
Supplement. She spends alarge part of the year in Chinawith her family.
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An engaging, highly readable, character-driven account of the war that transformed China, and which
continues to loom large over modern Chinese history.

In October 1839, a Windsor cabinet meeting votes to begin the first Opium War against China. Bureaucratic
fumbling, military missteps, and a healthy dose of political opportunism and collaboration followed. Rich in
tragicomedy, The Opium War explores the disastrous British foreign-relations move that became a founding
myth of modern Chinese nationalism, and depicts China’s heroic struggle against Western conspiracy. Julia
Lovell examines the causes and consequences of the Opium War, interweaving tales of the opium pushers
and dissidents. More importantly, she analyses how the Opium Wars shaped China's self-image and created
an enduring model for its interactions with the West, plagued by delusion and prejudice.
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Most helpful customer reviews

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.

Excellent Overview with Hithertofor Overlooked Chinese Perspective

By Amazon Customer

AsaChinaspecialist, | an reasonably familiar with the Opium War and have read several books covering it.
Lovell's book is by far the most comprehensive | have encountered, in that it includes much material from
Chinese archives. All the other accounts | have seen are written strictly from the Western perspective; Lovell
makes a considerable contribution in offering insights on how the Chinese viewed (and view) the conflict.
Lovell hits all the mgjor points surrounding the embroglio -- Lord Napier's mission, the gunner of the Lady
Hughes, Britain's trade imbalance with China, the hong and the hoppo, China's bimetallic currency standard,
the Canton factories, and much more. Importantly, the author brings the War into the present, demonstrating
convincingly how its impact shaped and shapes the contemporary Chinese views of the West (and Japan).
She further elucidates how the Communist Party utilizes this narrative to support its own position, and
strengthen nationalism in the country.

Stylistically the book is well written and engrossing. | suspect readers less familiar with the general
background may be a bit overwhelmed by the complexity of issues and campaign, and particularly by the
myriad of Chinese actors involved in the story. The many Chinese names that appear in the book could
become rather confusing. The author thankfully offers a short summary of the major players at the end of the
book.

My only significant criticism is Lovell's lack of focus on the foreign powers demands for extraterritoriality
(whereby foreigners committing crimes in China are tried not by Chinese courts, but by authorities of their
own nationality). This was an extremely pernicious practice, one still widely resented in Chinatoday.

Allin al, afirst rate effort, and aworthy read.

24 of 28 people found the following review helpful.

Exceptionally well-written account of the Opium wars and their impact on modern China

By jj

Julia Lovell is a brilliant writer. In this meticulously footnoted account of the Opium wars, history comes
alive. Her pithy descriptions and accounts of characters on both sides of the war was both informative and at
times laugh-out-loud funny. Aswell as a description of the wars, researched from both Chinese and British
sources, she includes afinal chapter based on interviews from young Chinese today which provides insight
into the ongoing impact on the Opium wars on modern Chinese perception of the West.

It's hard to do justice to her nuanced account of the Opium wars. Suffice to say, she finds greed,
incompetence, and violence, but also civilisation, kindness and apathy, occurring on both sides of the

conflict.

Overdll, she finds that Chinese rulers have always been as concerned, if not more, with domestic affairs than



foreign ones. She sees the British failure to understand this underpinning the conflict during the Opium wars,
but still relevant today as Chinese actions are interpreted by outsiders without consideration for their
domestic pressures and constraints.

24 of 28 people found the following review helpful.

Accessible and balanced

By Erez Davidi

The Opium War is avery balanced and accessible account of a hot-so glorious period of British history. The
British went to war mainly to open up Chinato trade in general, and to keep the profitable opium trade in
particular, which the Chinese were trying to shut down due to the horrendous effect opium had on the
country's population. Interestingly, the British mostly justified the war by saying they were librating the
Chinese people, who wanted to trade, but were reluctant to do so because of their repressive empire.

Lovdl's account of thisimportant historical event is based on Western and Chinese sources which help shed
some light on how the Chinese viewed the Western world in those days.

Highly recommended for those, who are interested in learning more about the historical events that shaped
how China views the West today.

See all 22 customer reviews...
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The e-books The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, And The Making Of Modern China By Julia Lovell, from
straightforward to difficult one will be a very useful jobs that you could take to transform your life. It will
not provide you adverse declaration unless you don't obtain the significance. This is certainly to do in
reading a publication to get over the significance. Typically, this book entitled The Opium War: Drugs,
Dreams, And The Making Of Modern China By Julia Lovell isreviewed considering that you really such as
this kind of publication. So, you could get easier to comprehend the perception as well as definition. As soon
as more to constantly bear in mind is by reviewing this book The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams, And The
Making Of Modern China By Julia Lovell, you can satisfy hat your curiosity begin by completing this
reading e-book.
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“A crisp readable account [Lovell] keeps a sharp plot running, which is atestament to her writing skills . . .
Ms. Lovell, akeen observer of contemporary Chinese culture, also traces the "afterlife" of the war, exploring
the ways it has been remembered from the 19th century to the present.” —The Wall Street Journal

“Excellent . .. Intriguing . . . For those seeking a blow-by-blow account of the conflict, this book will more
than satisfy . . . Lovell is no apologist for the English, or their eagerness for war.” —The Daily Beast

“An astute, bracing history lesson on a conflict that set off the British notion of “yellow peril” and Chinese
victimhood . . . Lovell offers extensive analysis of why and how this conflict helped create an entire
founding theory of Chinese nationalism” —Kirkus Reviews

“The Opium War is dramatic, eye-opening history . . . Historian Lovell recounts the war and its aftermath in
full detail.” —Booklist

“Painstakingly follows the intricate webs of trades, treaties, accusations, and recriminations between the two
empires.. . . Lovell masterfully condenses into one volume a dense, difficult conflict, the results of which are
still can befelt 170 yearslater.” —Publishers Weekly

About the Author

JuliaLovell is an author, translator, and academic. She is the author of the widely acclaimed The Great Wall:
China Against the World 1000 BC-AD 2000, which was published in eighteen countries. She has translated
many key Chinese works into English, including Lust, Caution by Eileen Chang, The Complete Fiction of Lu
Xun, and Serve the People by Yan Lianke. She is a lecturer in modern Chinese history and literature at the
University of London and writes for the Guardian, The Times, the Economist, and the Times Literary
Supplement. She spends alarge part of the year in Chinawith her family.
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