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The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore. Reviewing makes you much better. Who
states? Numerous wise words state that by reading, your life will certainly be a lot better. Do you believe it?
Yeah, verify it. If you require the book The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore to read
to show the smart words, you can visit this page perfectly. This is the site that will offer all guides that most
likely you need. Are the book's collections that will make you really feel interested to check out? Among
them here is the The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore that we will certainly suggest.

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Two hauntingly similar boys take starkly different paths in this searing tale of the ghetto.
Moore, an investment banker, Rhodes scholar, and former aide to Condoleezza Rice, was intrigued when he
learned that another Wes Moore, his age and from the same area of Greater Baltimore, was wanted for
killing a cop. Meeting his double and delving into his life reveals deeper likenesses: raised in fatherless
families and poor black neighborhoods, both felt the lure of the money and status to be gained from dealing
drugs. That the author resisted the criminal underworld while the other Wes drifted into it is chalked up less
to character than to the influence of relatives, mentors, and expectations that pushed against his own
delinquent impulses, to the point of exiling him to military school. Moore writes with subtlety and insight
about the plight of ghetto youth, viewing it from inside and out; he probes beneath the pathologies to reveal
the pressures—poverty, a lack of prospects, the need to respond to violence with greater violence—that
propelled the other Wes to his doom. The result is a moving exploration of roads not taken. (May 4)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In 2000, Wes Moore had recently been named a Rhodes Scholar in his final year of
college at Johns Hopkins University when he read a newspaper article about another Wes Moore who was on
his way to prison. It turned out that the two of them had much in common, both young black men raised in
inner-city neighborhoods by single mothers. Stunned by the similarities in their names and backgrounds and
the differences in their ultimate fates, the author eventually contacted the other Wes Moore and began a long
relationship. Moore visited his namesake in prison; he was serving a life sentence, convicted for his role in
an armed robbery that resulted in the killing of an off-duty policeman. Growing up, both men were subject to
the pitfalls of urban youth: racism, rebellion, violence, drug use, and dealing. The author examines eight
years in the lives of both Wes Moores to explore the factors and choices that led one to a Rhodes scholarship,
military service, and a White House fellowship, and the other to drug dealing, prison, and eventual
conversion to the Muslim faith, with both sharing a gritty sense of realism about their pasts. Moore ends this
haunting look at two lives with a call to action and a detailed resource guide. --Vanessa Bush

Review
“Startling and revelatory . . . a rocketing real-life narrative.”—Baltimore Sun
 



“A moving book . . . a call to arms.”—Chicago Tribune

“This intriguing narrative is enlightening, encouraging, and empowering. Read these words, absorb their
meanings, and create your own plan to act and leave a legacy.”—Tavis Smiley, from the Afterword

“[A] compassionate memoir—a story that explores how some survive and others sink in urban
battlegrounds.”—People

“Moore vividly and powerfully describes not just the culture of the streets but how it feels to be a boy
growing up in a world where violence makes you a man.”—O: The Oprah Magazine
 
“Inspiring . . . a story for our times.”—Alex Kotlowitz, author of There Are No Children Here
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Some individuals might be laughing when taking a look at you checking out The Other Wes Moore: One
Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore in your spare time. Some could be appreciated of you. As well as some
may want resemble you who have reading pastime. Just what concerning your own feeling? Have you felt
right? Reading The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore is a need and a pastime
simultaneously. This problem is the on that will certainly make you really feel that you must read. If you
know are looking for guide qualified The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore as the
choice of reading, you could find right here.

It is not secret when connecting the writing abilities to reading. Reading The Other Wes Moore: One Name,
Two Fates By Wes Moore will certainly make you obtain even more sources and sources. It is a manner in
which can improve exactly how you overlook and also recognize the life. By reading this The Other Wes
Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore, you can greater than what you receive from various other
book The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore This is a widely known book that is
released from famous publisher. Seen type the author, it can be trusted that this book The Other Wes Moore:
One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore will give numerous motivations, about the life as well as experience
and also everything inside.
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You can simply visit the established with the link that we supply. Right here, you can purchase the book The
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publication The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates By Wes Moore or pile the book in your residence
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Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up fatherless in
similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street corners with their
crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated
veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended up a convicted murderer serving a
life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating book, sets out to answer this profound question. In
alternating narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption,
The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.
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drugs. That the author resisted the criminal underworld while the other Wes drifted into it is chalked up less
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his way to prison. It turned out that the two of them had much in common, both young black men raised in
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relationship. Moore visited his namesake in prison; he was serving a life sentence, convicted for his role in
an armed robbery that resulted in the killing of an off-duty policeman. Growing up, both men were subject to
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“A moving book . . . a call to arms.”—Chicago Tribune

“This intriguing narrative is enlightening, encouraging, and empowering. Read these words, absorb their
meanings, and create your own plan to act and leave a legacy.”—Tavis Smiley, from the Afterword

“[A] compassionate memoir—a story that explores how some survive and others sink in urban
battlegrounds.”—People

“Moore vividly and powerfully describes not just the culture of the streets but how it feels to be a boy
growing up in a world where violence makes you a man.”—O: The Oprah Magazine
 
“Inspiring . . . a story for our times.”—Alex Kotlowitz, author of There Are No Children Here

Most helpful customer reviews

151 of 159 people found the following review helpful.
Two young men at a fork in the road
By N. B. Kennedy
In 2000, a Baltimore newspaper ran a story with the headline, "Local Graduate Named Rhodes Scholar." It
was a story about the author, Wes Moore, a young black man who rose from the drug, crime and poverty-
stricken streets of the city to attain this prestigious academic honor.

Several months earlier, in the same paper, Mr. Moore had noticed a series of articles about two young black
men who killed a Baltimore policeman while robbing a jewelry store. The name of one of the killers struck
him: his name was Wes Moore.

This coincidence prompts the author to seek out "the other Wes Moore." He contacts Wes in prison. "How
did this happen?" he asks. The question jumpstarts the story of these two young men whose life paths
diverged, one into triumph, the other into tragedy.

The author comes to realize that this seemingly complicated story, a too-familiar story that is freighted with
societal, economic and racial impact, comes down to a few simple moments in time. "These forks in the road
can happen so fast for young boys," he says. "Within months or even weeks, their journeys can take a
decisive and possibly irrevocable turn."

I would more specifically pin the divergence on the boys' mothers. The author is born into a two-parent
home, both parents college educated, but his father dies when Wes is just three. His mother moves to the
Bronx, so that her parents can help provide a stable home life. She works multiple jobs so that she can put
her boys in private school. When the author starts to feel the pull of the streets, she packs him off to military



school.

The other Wes Moore grows up in a single-parent household of starkly different character. His father is
absent and his mother frequently dumps him on friends and family so she can go out clubbing. Although
she'd been attending community college, she loses her Pell Grant and simply gives up. Disagreements in the
home are handled with beatings. The older brother gets into the drug trade, and all three of them, mother and
two sons, bring babies into the world without the stability of marriage. It's no surprise when the other Wes
Moore's run-ins with the law begin.

This is a compelling story told with passion and understanding. While the author is compassionate, he also
makes clear that he is in no way excusing the other Wes Moore for his heinous deed. Even so, I imagine this
is a tough book for the family of the slain policeman to read. If you want another great story of a young black
man from Baltimore who succeeds thanks to his determined mother, read Byron Pitts's Step Out on Nothing:
How Faith and Family Helped Me Conquer Life's Challenges.

116 of 123 people found the following review helpful.
The difference betweren reasons and excuses
By L. F. Smith
At first glance, this book looks like an interesting read based on an unusual coincidence. A young Baltimore
man named Wes Moore, an Army officer who had just graduated from Johns Hopkins and was named a
Rhodes Scholar, learned that another young Baltimore man also named Wes Moore had just been sentenced
to life in prison without parole for his role in a robbery that resulted in the murder of an off-duty policeman.
The first Wes Moore naturally began to wonder about why he had avoided the fate of the second Wes
Moore, even though their surroundings and upbringings had been quite similar. So, in a way, this is a "Wow!
It could have been me in prison!" story.

That probably would have made for an interesting book, but Moore chose to examine his life and the second
Wes Moore's life in parallel with one another in an effort to determine where-- and, more importantly, why--
their fates diverged. That makes this an important book, because it raises a critical question: What makes so
many young men-- and particularly black, poor young men raised mostly by their mothers-- choose the drug
trade and all of the violence that attends it as a career?

As it turns out, Moore can't answer that question. As he explains, both he and the other Wes Moore were
raised at the same time in the same high-poverty, drug- and crime-plagued area. They both began to struggle
in school at about the same time. They both had early brushes with the law due to petty crimes at about the
same time. However, their lives took dramatically different paths.

Moore never specifically says it, but nonetheless, as one reads his account of their parallel lives, the
difference is in the ways that their mothers lived their own lives and reacted to what their sons were doing.
Moore's mother was raised by college-educated parents, and she spent her life working and struggling to
achieve things for herself and her family. She moved several times in an effort to find stable, safe places for
her kids to grow up, and she worked several jobs so she could afford to put her kids into private schools.
When it appeared that Moore was going to fall into the thug lifestyle, she sacrificed economically and
emotionally to put him into a military school. In short, she simply refused to allow herself or her kids to
succumb to the conditions and temptations that surrounded them. In contrast, the other Wes Moore's mother
tried to resist those conditions and temptations, but she eventually did succumb to them. She simply gave up.
At the same time, unlike the first Wes Moore's mother, she allowed her kids to see violence as an acceptable
way to resolve problems in their lives.



In the end, it comes down to forks in the road of time. At several critical points in his youth, the first Wes
Moore went down one path, mostly due to the influence of his mother. Unfortunately for the other Wes
Moore, there was no one to influence him to take the "right" path, and he chose the easier, more glamorous
path of thug culture and the drug trade.

Moore isn't at all smug or self-righteous about how his life compares to that of the other Wes Moore. Nor
does he pity the other Wes Moore. That's because there is a difference between reasons and excuses. That is,
there are abundant reasons for the choices that the second Wes Moore made and their tragic consequences
for himself, his family, and his victims. However, the first Wes Moore clearly doesn't regard any of those
reasons as acceptable excuses. Both Wes Moores came to forks in their lives; one of them made-- or was
forced to make-- the right choices, and the other one didn't. But they were choices, and they are ultimately
responsible for making them.

This is a unique and compelling book. I recommend it most highly.

180 of 199 people found the following review helpful.
A disappointing read
By RJD
As a forensic psychologist, I was quite intrigued by the premise of the book but ultimately disappointed. It is
presented as a study in how two boys with such similar backgrounds could have ended up in such different
places - one a Rhode Scholar with a promising career in finance, the other convicted of murder and
sentenced to life in prison. The author, Rhode Scholar Wes Moore, makes the argument that his childhood
was very similar to that of the other Wes Moore, convicted felon. But from the very first chapter, the vast
differences in their upbringing (even genetics) is apparent. It is never hard to understand how their lives
ended up so differently - the Rhode Scholar was born into a loving, intact family with 2 college educated
parents. Even after the tragic death of his father, his family remains a strong support in his life, with all sorts
of relatives offering both financial and emotional support. Contrast that with the other Wes Moore, who is
born to a single mother, the second of her children born out of brief, unstable relationships with alcoholic
uninvolved fathers. They are worlds apart from the moment of conception but this is not acknowledged or
perhaps understood by the author - at one point he acknowledges that having an adult who is invested in your
well-being is key to children's healthy development but then doesn't relate this to how different his life was
(with the support of an uncle, grandfather and a very strong and involved mother) from the other Wes Moore
(whose mother left him unattended from age 8 and whose primary influence was a criminally involved older
brother).

In the end, I was left with the impression that this was a vanity project for the author. The sections about his
life get longer and longer while the sections about the other Wes Moore get shorter and shorter. In the
epilogue, the author devotes several pages to listing his achievements in life - these are never connected to
other events or analyzed in any way - it's simply a list of things he has done. An impressive list certainly, but
it offers nothing to the book. The book also seems to be the author's attempt to establish "street cred" - he
seems almost desperate to make clear that he grew up poor and disadvantaged (even though he and his
siblings went to an expensive private school). It comes off as false and self-serving. For example, his claims
that they both had brushes with the law as children overlooks the type and severity of those - the author gets
a lecture from a cop at age 11 for spray painting a building while the other Wes Moorewas arrested at age 8
for threatening another child with a knife.

If you want to understand why these two men ended up in such different places, it's not difficult at all. There
is a fundamental difference between being raised by a single mother because your father died of illness
versus because your father has no interest in you and would not recognize you. There is a fundamental



difference between mothers who have children at age 16 in the context of a casual relationship and those
who wait until after marriage. There is a fundamental difference between a family who rallies around its
children, pushes them to succeed and takes action when one of the children is having problems and a single
mother who leaves her child alone or in the care of a drug dealing brother who teaches him to fight.

See all 842 customer reviews...
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